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TATTOO AFTERCARE, by Cheryl  

Congratulations on your new tattoo. We want your tattoo to 

look as good as possible and so we remind you that there will be a 

healing process. In order to help you ensure proper healing over 

the next few weeks we make the following recommendations for 

care. 

 

What you should DO 

 

The first hours: 

Remove your bandage in approximately one hour. 

Your bandage is to collect fluids immediately 

following your procedure. These fluids stop very 

quickly and after that it is important to let your 

skin breathe in order to properly heal.  So,  

ONLY REBANDAGE IF NECESSARY! 

Bandage: Simple gauze with light tape to fix it in place. 

 

Two or three times daily:  

Using freshly washed hands apply a non-scented 

moisturizing lotion in a very thin coat to the 

tattoo. Completely rub the lotion into the skin. 

NEVER leave a heavy build up of lotion  

on the tattoo. 

Check that tattoo for any signs of infection  

(redness, itching) and if necessary apply an antibiotic ointment 

and consult a healthcare professional. 

Lotion: We recommend Lubriderm TM or CurelTM 

 

DAILY: 

In the shower allow water to run on your 

tattoo and soften any dried fluids that may 

have formed. Lightly wash your tattoo,  

using only your fingertips and an anti-

microbial soap lather. 

Anti-microbial soap: We recommend Satin TM or Provon TM 
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What you should NOT DO 

 
⌧ Submerge the tattoo in water. This includes baths, 

lakes, swimming pools, hot tubs etc. 

⌧ Expose the new tattoo to direct sunlight 

⌧ Pick or scratch as it heals 

⌧ Be touched by other people or animals. Including 

body fluids 

⌧ Let your tattoo dry out. This can lead to the formation of hard 

scabs which complicate proper healing and might make the image 

raised, hazy, uncrisp or have missing areas 

⌧ Have bad hygiene! For example make sure that you have clean 

bedding and clean clothing 

⌧ ANYTHING that may lead to an increased rate of infection 

 

What you should expect as the tattoo heals 

 

Healing usually takes about two weeks.  

In the first five days or so expect very thin pieces of skin to peel or 

flake off, this will be not unlike a sunburn.  If this causes itching. 

Do not scratch! Use a lotion. 

During the second week the new skin may look hazy or crackly. This 

is normal. 

 

Consult a healthcare professional at the first sign of infection, or 

allergic reaction. Report any diagnosed infection, allergic 

reaction, or adverse reaction, resulting from the tattoo 

application to the artist, studio and the 

Texas Department of Health 

 

TEXAS Dept. of Health: 1-888-839-6676:  T3XTURE: 1-512-531-9847 
 

 


